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When I received Ron Young's letter about AFSC sponsoring my speaking 
tour in the United States, I did not think for a moment that I would be able 
to come because of the State Department's long-standing refusal to grant me a 
visa. 

Thanks to the intercession of several Senators and Congressmen, I 
arrived in the U.S. on January 10, 1975 • 

I have since met many Americans who are actively working for peace 
in Vietnam and who have moved me greatly. In particular, the people in AFSC 
who have assisted me energetically and devotedly in each region, during my 
80-day long tour that reaches 20 cities. 

Thanks to AFSC, I have met with nearly ^0 Senators and Congressmen, 
spoken at 6 seminars for Congressional and non-Congressional persons, and 
testified before the House Subcommittee on Human Rights. I have been able 
to discuss Vietnam at some length with the most prominent religious leaders 
in the U.S., including the President and Secretary -General of the National 
Conference of Bishops of the USA. 

On my tour outside of Washington, D.C., I spoke at some 30 universities 
and schools, on 80 TV and radio stations. More than 100 newspapers covered 
my views and presentations. 

On behalf of my friends in South Vietnam who are either in prison 
or struggling for. peace, democracy and national reconciliation, I want to express 
my sincere thanks to AFSC and to those American and Vietnamese friends who have^ 
assisted me on this tour. 

March 30, 1975 
NGO CONG DUC 






PEACE CONVOCATION 
NGO CONG HJC'S ADDRESS 

January 26, 1975 



Ladies and Gentlemen, 



On the eve of the second anniversary of the Paris Peace Agreement, 
we gather here today, not to celebrate the peace that should have come to my 
country 2 years ago "but for a more solemn occasion: we are here not only to 
prevent the Peace Agreement from becoming a mere scrap of paper but also to 
build again the road to peace on the basis of that agreement. 

First, I want to share with all of you my grief for the victims of 
Mr. Thieu's war policies, for the hundreds of thousands who have died and for 
the millions of my compatriots who have become refugees since the signing of 
that peace agreement. I also want to express my regrets that you, the American 
people, have wasted billions of your tax dollars to maintain in power the corrupt 
and dictatorial regime of Nguyen Van Thieu. 

As a representative of the Third Force, and on behalf of my compatriots 
who are either in jail or struggling to realize peace and democracy in South 
Vietnam, I would like to express my profound gratitude to all our friends from 
abroad, in particular our American friends, because you have understood our 
ardent aspiration for peace and have struggled with us in that same spirit. 

We have committed ourselves to making peace and democratic freedoms 
a reality everywhere. We have chosen the path of conscience, reason and humanity 

The Paris Agreement is a document which is crucial and close to our 
aspirations. It recognizes and restores to my compatriots, the people of South 
Vietnam, the sacred right to live in peace and to enjoy the democratic freedoms 
every human being must have. 

But for the past 2 years, the Thieu regime— with full American support 
and encouragement—has steadfastly refused to respect and implement the Paris 
agr-ftfimfints. Because he doesn't choose the road to peace, Thieu has brought 
upon himself the difficulties he is now encountering. 

The present situation is the direct outcome of Thieu's decision to 
disregard the very peace agreement that he signed. We see today increased 
military clashes; we see today open rejection of Thieu's war policies by 
Vietnamese from all walks of life. My compatriots, moderates, conservatives 
and progressives alike, know full well that this man, Nguyen Van Thieu, can 
never bring peace to our people, and is unfit to rule our country. 
4 

The political struggle now taking place in South Vietnam is carried 
by Catholics, Buddhists, journalists, lawyers, senators, deputies, students, 
and workers. * All are determined to do as much as they can to bring about 
Thieu ' s overthrow. 

We Vietnamese struggle for our survival as a people; you, our dear 
American friends, struggle with us, not simply because it is moral to do so, 
but because of the honor of your country. Your government has signed the Paris 
Peace Agreements, and you, the American people, have to make sure that the U.S. 
government abide by its words and respects the agreements. 



What happens if the United States continues this war policy? What 
a President uses your tax money to drag out the sufferings of my compatriots. 
thing is certain: The U.S. government can never succeed in winning the war 
^eneral Thieu. The reason is very simple: Thieu's war policies are opposed 
entire Vietnamese nation and condemned by most of the American people. 

Thieu has used U.S. aid money to maintain the 200,000 police force 
v-ch represses our people, our brothers and sisters. In recent days, 4 
deputies have been critically injured by police beatings and hospitalized. 
reek ago, Deputy Ho Ngoc Nhuan— many of you may know him— barely escaped 
an assasination attempt. 

We are determined to defeat Thieu's war policies. No matter how 
great the sacrifice, no matter what hardship, we will endure and strive in our 
struggle. We are confident that justice and peace will win. 

In June 197^, Nguyen Van Thieu announced that if the United States 
continued to provide his regime with dollars, he would be able to supply enough 
Vietnamese lives to continue the war. 

I urgently call on Congress and the American people to say No. No, 
not a single dollar more for Thieu. Not a dollar more to match the Vietnamese 
lives he offered. 

Although the military situation has become very tense, my com Patriots, 
Buddhists, Catholics, the northern refugees who are very cons erv a^'^ 1 ^ °™ StS ' 
everyone, are pushing forward more and more in their struggle to overthrow Thieu. 
I do not see any patriotic Vietnamese-anyone-who would appeal for more aid 
except Thieu and Ambassador Martin themselves. 

1 also would like to take this apportunity to stress to my colleagues 
in the American press that in S.V.N. , with the exception of 2 newspapers owned 
by the police and the army, there is absolutely no paper which wishes for aid. 

They demand that no more aid should be given for destroying Vietnam 
and suppressing democratic freedoms and the freedom of the press. They wish to 
have your solidarity. 

So, my American friends, do not worry about what the other side will 
do. Do look at the situation through our eyes, and you will see that peace 
is the most urgent problem for us right now. 

In the beginning of this new year 1975, the Catholic church in South 
Vietnam called on its followers to do their utmost to res tore peace ^ace f or 
everyone means living together in harmony; it means that hatred ^d bitterness 
will give way to national reconciliation and concord, the best way to reach this 
peace is the Paris Agreement signed 2 years ago. 

Please listen to the voice of our people; listen to their cries and 
look at their sufferings. Listen, and you will hear our people say/ Tell your 
government to leave us be, and let us live/ Let us, the people of Vietnam 
decide our own political future/ Stop sending more aid oecause it is only used to 
kill our sisters and brothers. Stop the flow of dollars to Thieu, and let our 
compatriots now on the PRG side join with us in an atmosphere of reconciliation/ 
that we may together rebuild our war-ravaged country/ that we may finally 
live in peace and harmony. 

We wish to call on the Congress and the American people, once again, _ 
to say no, no more aid to Thieu, and to work for the implementation of the Pans 
Agreement. 

Thank you. 



the Pittsburgh Press, Thurs., Jan. 16, 1975 



Cut Thieu Aid And See 
How He Runs, Viet 'Exile' Says 



If there is anything good to be said 
for Nguyen Van Thieu, then why doesn't 
somebody, speak up? 

The United States government keeps 
giving him money, lots of money — $3.5 
million a day at the present rate, which 
the Ford administration believes is too 
low. We support Thieu in a manner even 
Jackie Onassis would envy, but not, it 
seems clear, because Congress and the 
American people are agreed that he has 
done an outstanding job as president of 
South Vietnam. 

On the contrary, when yon see the 
words "Thieu regime" anywhere in 
print, they are almost always preceded 
by one, two or all three of the following 
adjectives: corrupt, repressive and 
undemocratic. 

So there must be some reason aside 
from his personal qualities for the 
United States government's continuing 
generosity to Thieu. That reason is fear 
and loathing of the Communist North 
Vietnamese, and Ngo Cong Due thinks 
we're out of our minds. 

Ngo Cong Due was in Pittsburgh yes- 
terday, having a cup of tea at the 
Friends Meeting Center, an old convert- 
ed stone mansion on Ellsworth Avenue 
in Shadyside. At the Friends' invitation, 
he came here to talk about Thieu. 

It's a subject close to his heart. Until 
Thieu chased him out of the country 
three years ago, Ngo Cong Due was in 
the National Assembly of South 
Vietnam. 

Before that, he had been, in T${e 
magazine's phrase, "a defender of/me 
status quo," the Catholic s o n#a 
wealthy landowner assassinated b%£he 

Viet Minn during the 1950s. Due himself, 
according to the New York Times, made 
a fortune selling ice — I kid you not — 
to American soldiers. 

Then in 1967 he ran for the National 
Assembly and won. Soon afterward, 
quite unexpectedly, he was calling for 
an end to the war and the establishment 
of a neutral provisional government. He 
bought a newspaper — Tin Sang — and 
wrote editorials saying, "Yankee, go 
home." 

Nguyen Van Thieu was not pleased. 
The next thing Due knew there were 
bombs going off in his newspaper office 
and his hoiL*e. "Exploses," he said yes- 
terday. "And you know when I ride in 
my car I have ail the windows closed 
because they would use acid, throw acid 




Roy 

McHugh 



Columnist-at-large 



They also threw rocks and eggs. And 
he was minding his own business in a 
restaurant once when a politician on 
Thieu's side let him have it in the. face 
with a mouthful of beer. 

Due, 36 then, took a punch at the guy 
_ and wound up in jail on a charge of 

attempted murder. Five days later, 
pressured by the assembly, Thieu had to 
turn him loose. 

He was running for office again — 
"now a national personality,"" Time 
magazine reported, "and in any fair 
election an oddson favorite to win." It 
wasn't a fair election. Thieu's men 
counted the votes. Ngo Cong Due did not 
win. 

It became prudent for him to leave 
South Vietnam. His wife and son stayed 
behind. They are not in danger. "A 
woman or children . . ." Due shook his 
head. "In Vietnam, the people do not 
permit them to be hurt. 

"Also," he said, "I have a brother-in- 
law in the assembly. I have a lot of 
friends who are very high-ranking in the 
government." 

Nor are finances a problem. Al- 
though Thieu closed Due's newspaper, 
his family is still rich. He has a resi- 
dence in Paris and one in Stockholm. 

Due is aligned with the Third Force, 
one of the three components of the Na- 
tional Council of Reconciliation and Ac- 
cord created by the Paris cease-fire 
agreement. He wants the United States 
to take President Thieu off welfare. 

"Thieu says , 'We need the United 
States dollars. We have enough Viet- 
names lives. With the dollars we can 
continue the fighting.' If you give Thieu 
one billion dollars you will lose more 
money and the Vietnamese will lose 
more lives. 



"But if your government would de- 
clare publicly we don't support Thieu 
any more, you will see him run away." 

Due describes the Third Force as 
made up of Catholics, Buddhists, stu- 
dents and press. "We fight, Thieu," he 
said. "This does not mean we cooperate 
with the PRG" — the Provisional Revo- 
lutionary Government, formerly the 
Viet Cong — "but we believe that as 
long as Thieu remains in power the 
situation becomes worse and worse. The 
PRG will get stronger. 

"We agree to a coalition with the 
PRG because they have a right to live in 
South Vietnam and contribute to rebuild 

the country, and if we dent M 
have that right we don't hav»|iace. 

"South Vie 
—will not 
Vietnamese, 
about the 
Vietnam believe 




not Goiraminize 

g&JB Nortlf 
'b"u are anions 
tut we in South'. 
_it the PRG want- 
peace and we befieve that North Viet- 
nam doesn't want to create any. reason i 
for the foreigners to come back. 

"Through the press in the United 
States, I learn that your government ac-- 
cuse the PRG and the North Vietnamese 
of violations of the Paris agreement, but 
we know it is b ecause "the Thieu goWrn- 4 
ment will not irfiplBfrient the agreement, 
will not release flpuajwl prisoner* and' 
let the council orgaBfa&elecfions." 

"But can you UVe toith the Commu- 
nists?" someone asjted Dqc. 

"Why not?" «he<ttt&. "Why not? I 
hear there will be";a bloodbath if the" 
Communists come in. But in these last 
two years we have 100,000 people killed 
already. You think a bloodbath is a larg- 
er number than 100,000? We don't. W« 
want to stop the war." ??• 




James A. 
Wechsler 

, WHO'S 'PROTECTING' WHOM ? 



What could Henry Kissinger say to Ngo Cong Due if 
they met lace-to-face before an African TV audience's 

Due is a 39-year-old Roman Catholic who was a boding 
voice of the "Third Force" in Saigon until his newspaper 
was suppressed, his legislative seat stolen in a rigged Thieu- 
mn election ard hL life so plainly endangered that associ- 
ates persuaded him to flee to Paris late in 1971. 

But his voice is still being heard. Talking with him the 
other day as he prepared to leave for Washington to take 
nart this weekend in the national "Assembly to Save the 
Peace Agreement," I kept envisaging a public confrontation 
between Due and Kissinger. It could finally resolve any 
debate about our continued support for Thieu. 

* * * 

That of course, Is why Kissinger will not even listen 
to Due in private. For the story of this slender, pale sad- 
eyed man is the answer to the mythology- -and fraud-on 
which Kissinger's last-ditch stand in Indochina is based. 

"The non-Communist forces in Vietnam were stronger 
after the Paris agreement than they are now," Due said. 

"They may lose any opportunity to survive if the war 
drags on. The only solution is the ouster of Thieu and the 
creation of a coalition government." 

And, he adds vehemently, it is the mindless U. S. com- 
mitment to Thieu that is barring the way. 

# * '* 

For too. many interminable, tragic years — before and 
after Kissinger's advent- the rationale of U.S. efforts to 
save Thieu's regime has been the cry that his departure and 
the emergence of any form of coalition rule would lead to a 
"bloodbath" in which independent Vietnamese would be in- 
discriminately slaughtered. 

• Yet throughout that period I have met a long succession 
of such Vietnamese-Buddhists, Catholics and other breeds 
of non-Communists-whoin we were ostensibly protecting. 
And each one has wryly rejected the apprehensions ex- 
pressed in their behalf by Kissinger. 

1 In many ways, however, Due's evolution rs almost the 
classic commentary on that dogma. His father a wealthy 
canton St in ^Mekong Delta, was 1^^^ 
nists twenty years ago. Due grew up as an aident Vu.Uia 



meso nationalist; the newspaper hJfran followed a stead- 
fastly Si j- ial Democratic, anti-Communist policy. Who might 
have boon more disposed to beseech our "protection"? 

His initial heresy both as a journalist and as an 
articulate member of the Assemhly wa« his fight for 
minimum democratic liberties in the Saigon regime in re- 
turn for reconciliation with Thieu. 

But Thieu obdurately scorned such overtures. Instead 
he subjected Due and his newspaper to ruthless harassment 
and mounting terrorism^finally driving him into exile. 
• ■* * * 

Thus Thieu, In this as in so many other cases, trans- 
formed a moderate plead. t for democratic reforms into an 
implacable adversary and an advocate of coalition. And Kiss- 
inger, by pursuing a course that alternately baffles and 
angers Due, nourished his conviction that the U. S. had 
become the road block to peace. 

Due's case-history is characteristic of many in the 
"Third Force" whom I have met. 

When lie is reminded of Kissinger's expressions of con- 
cern about what the Communists would do once a coalition 
was formed, he comments with some bitterness: 

"Tell him not to be anxious about our destiny -- let us 
worry about ourselves. 

"We can survive with the PRG [the Viet Cdng]. We be- 
lieve the North wants time to rebuild. It knows how Indo- 
Asian opinion would react to a takeover. It knows there 
are two million Catholics in South Vietnam who would not 
lie down. 

"Peace would give us a chance to cooperate economically 
'-villi the North in reconstruction. 

"Your support of Thieu is not in the interest of the 
Vietnamese people. II "nly means more Vietnamese will be 
killed. Stop supporting Thieu and he will run away, and we 
will have a chance." 

Then he reverts to the theme that prolongation of the 
war can only undermine the "Third Force" and pave the 
way for new, decisive breakthroughs by the PRG. 
* * * 

Does Henry Kissinger pretend to know something that 
men like Due, who have put their lives on the line for free- 
dom, do not know about their own country? 

Due points out that support for coalition is steadily 
increasing, with widespread endorsement from Catholic 
leaders- including his cousin, the Archbishop of Saigon. 
Is everyone out of step but Thieu and Kissinger* 

As he laments the unending war, Due speculates with 
mingled sarcasm and sorrow: "Does Kissinger want to 
show he can't be defeated? That if they try to defeat him, 
they will he destroyed?" 

Due will be a principal speaker at the Peace Assembly 
on Sunday. His words deserve more than perfunctory cover- 
age. They might even reach Gerald Ford and Inspire him 
to ask Kissinger :ome hard questions. 
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'Anyone cafe -to give again to Vietnam . . .? 



Two sides of Vietnam 'flexibility 9 



WASHINGTON — Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger is campaign- 
ing in Congress for more "flexibili- 
ty" in his conduct of foreign policy. 

He and the President point to 
the intervention of Sen. Henry 
Jackson (D-Wash.) in the Soviet 
trade agreement as the kind of 
thing that Congress must not do if 
glorious summit _ deals are to be 
consummated by the Executive 
Branch. 

They are plainly hoping that' 
their reproaches to Jackson for try- 
ing to meddle in the internal af- 
fairs of another nation will help 
them as they launch yet another at-' 
tempt to interfere in the internal 
affairs of South Vietnam, the coun- 
try they cannot leave alone. 

Kissinger is briefing members 
of Congress on the advisability of 
voting $300 million more in emer- 
gency aid to further what he calls 
impersonally "this government's 
policy to leave a stable government 
in Vietnam after withdrawal." 

For the 10 years of active Amer- 
ican participation, the House was 
elaborately different in affairs of 
state. But last November, 75 new 
Democrats were elected, many of 
whom grew up marching against 
Vietnam policy. 

Here is a sampling of the differ- 
ent audience Kissinger is facing: 

Tom Harkin, 34| of Iowa. As a 
congressional aide on a Saigon mis- 
sion, he took pictures of the tiger 
cage prisons where enemies of the 
regime were confined. 

"No way," he says of further aid 
and comfort for Thieu. 

Toby Moffett, 30, of Connecti- 
cut. He quit HEW as a youth advis- 



MARY McGRORY 

er in a blaze of publicity,- protest- 
ing the Cambodia invasion. 

Ned Pattison, 42, of New York. 
He began speaking out against the 
war in 1966. 

Stephen Solarz, l 34, of New 
York, a freshman member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee. He cut 
his teeth in politics by managing 
an antiwar candidate. 

"I've heard it all before," he 
says of arguments that we must- 
provide more arms to Thieu be- 
cause Russia and China continue 
their aid to the other side. 

Men of such mind are far more; 
receptive to a visiting South Viet- 
namese opposition leader, who is 
here campaigning as hard, against 
the money as Kissinger is for it. 

Ngo Cong Due, 38, was born in 
the Mekong Delta of an old, conser- 
vative Catholic family, the son of a 
prosperous planter who was killed 
by the Viet Minh during the war 
with the French. He is a cousin of 
the Archbishop of Saigon. 

Due was educated in Saigon in 
Catholic schools, became editor and 
owner of ' the Saigon Morning 
News, and in 1967 won election to 
the National Assembly as a peace 
candidate. 

His paper was fireborribed twice" 
for its anti-American and anti- 
Thieu policies, suspended innumer- 
able times and confiscated; his 
home was firebombed once. Three 
years ago, he went into exile. He 
came to Washington at the invita- 
tion of the American Friends Ser- 
vice Committee to persuade Ameri- 
cans to stop subsidizing the war. 



'The committee is one of the groups 
sponsoring the "Assembly to Save 
the Peace Agreement" being held 
this weekend. 

Due represents what he calls 
"the third force" in Saigon, a non- 
Communist, anticorruption move- 
ment made up of Catholics, Buddh- 
ists and refugees who are opposed 
to Thieu and American meddling. 

If the Americans stop sending 
money, Due maintains, "Thieu will 
run away with his pockets full," 
the North Vietnamese will with- 
draw their troops from the south, 
and the Viet Cong and the third 
force will form a government. 

"The Paris agreements created a 
new political force," he says, "but 
Thieu will not accept them. He is 
more dictatorial than the Commu- 
nists. He does not serve the people. 
I hear about bloodbath. Fifty thou- 
sand people a year have been killed 
since the peace. Is this not a blood- 
bath?" 

Vietnamese Catholics turned 
publicly on fellow-Catholic Thieu 
last Autumn, but a bloody demon- 
stration in October ended the con- 
frontation period. Since then, says 
Due, the Catholics have organized 
quietly in each diocese with local 
priests as leaders. 

"I don't accept communism," he 
says, "but I know they are patriotic 
and patriots always work for the 
future of our country," 

Due, in his way, is arguing for 
flexibility as Kissinger is in his. 

"All we ask," he says, "is to 
have a chance to make our own 
choices." 

Mary McGrory is a syndicated 
columnist. 
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Exiled Viet Official Speaks in Shadyride 
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U.S. Urged to Drop Thieu Support 



By JOYCE GEMPERLEIN 

Post-Gazette Staff Writer 

United States support of the Saigon 
government of President Nguyen Van 
Thieu should be withdrawn immediate- 
ly, according to an exiled former mem- 
ber of the South Vietnam National 

Assembly. 

N g Cong Due, a member of the 
Third Force — a faction supporting 
neither Thieu nor the Provisional Revolu- 
tionary government — said yesterday 
that Thieu should be ousted because he 
will not abide by the Paris peace agree- 
ment and wants to continue the war. 

Withdrawing U.S. dollars, arms and 
moral support would cause him "to run 
away because he survives with that as- 
sistance," Due said. 

Peace -^the only thing South Viet- 
namese warn — will never come under 
an administration such as Thieu's, Due 

He also was editor of Tin Sang, the 
country's largest opposition newspaper. 
It was confiscated 285 times and finally 
closed in 1972. Newspapers, he said, re- 
flect the people's opposition to Thieu. 




NGO CONG DUC 

They have organized several demon- 
strations against government policies. 

During the time of his editorship — 
from 1967 to 1971— Due was a deputy in 
the national assembly. He was jailed in 



1971 and went into exile in France and 
Sweden. His wife and son have not been 
permitted to leave Vietnam. 

Due spoke yesterday at the Frfomds 
Meeting House, Ellsworth Avenue, 
Shadyside. He and a busload of ditizens 
from the Pittsburgh area will be in 
(Washington Jan. 25-27 to lobby against 
the Ford administration's proposed plan 
to allot $300 million in arms to South 
. Vietnam. 

Despite reports of mounting Norm 
Vietnamese offensives in South Viet- 
nam, Due said his country would never 
be communized. 

Due said he believes in social democ- 
racy and is convinced that South Viet- 
nam can survive with a coalition gov- 
ernment but not a Communist regime. 

It is imperative that Thieu be ousted 
— with or without . a. shove from the 
United States — for the country to main- 
tain economic and political stability, he 
said. 

"The only way now for my country Is 
peace," he added. "If the United States 
sends more money to Thieu, you would 
lose money and we would lose lives." 
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Vietnam action group 
presses peace effort 

Opposition calls for Thieu ouster 

and political settlement with Communists 



By Michael Liuzzi 

Staff writer of 

The Christian Science Monitor 

The voices of "reconciliation and 
concord" are growing more insistent 
in South Vietnam. 

In the midst of last week's subdued 
lunar New Year celebration in Sai- 
gon, there was evidence of a broad 
new alliance being forged — its 
leaders determined to oust President 
Nguyen Van Thieu, end the fighting, 
and reach a political settlement with 
the Communist-led Provisional Revo- 
lutionary Government (PRG). 

They are convinced that the main 
obstacle to peace is a belligerence on 
the part of Mr. Thieu and his depen- 
dence on Washington. Their first 



objective is' to isolate him politically 
and force his resignation. 

Meanwhile, they are laying the 
groundwork for peace through a net- 
work of informal contacts with the 
PRG. 

A key role is being played by 
traditional "third force" nationalists 
- Vietnamese who have always re- 
fused to be aligned with either the 
Communists or the various French 
and American-backed "strong men." 

But the ranks of the expanding new 
reconciliation movement also include 
growing numbers of normally conser- 
vative people who have supported 
Saigon governments in the past in 
varying degrees, but now are looking 
for broader solutions. 

A large group of them — a civic 



leadership of respected senators, law- 
yers, clergymen, and others — gath- 
ered last week at the Saigon home of 
Duong Van "Big" *Minh, the former 
Army general and chief of state who 
helped overthrow a previous strong- 
man ruler (Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963 ) . 

They listened with approval as 
General Minn described the Thieu 
government's recent spate of news- 
paper closures and arrests as an "act 
of contempt" against the people and 
those "who struggle for peace." 

He called on President Thieu to 
"step back" and let the Vietnamese 
people "establish the political struc- 
tures necessary for national recon- 
ciliation and concord" as provided in 
the peace agreement. 

Otherwise, he added, "everything 
will collapse." 

Other calls for Mr. Thieu to resign 
have been more pointed. And they 
have begun to intensify. 

The signal for this campaign came 
a little more than two weeks ago when 
leaders of the new alliance held a 
well-attended convention to mark the 
second anniversary of the peace 
agreement. Out of that meeting came 
the first joint resolution to be signed 
by the heads of both the National 
Reconciliation Forces (Buddhist sup- 
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ported) and the People's Anti-Corrup- 
tion Movement ( Roman Catholic led) , 
as well as by other groups and 
prominent individuals.' 

Since then, their activities show 
signs of being better planned and 
coordinated. 

An open letter to the U.S. Congress 
signed by 12 national assemblymen, a 
visit to Washington by a third-force 
leader- in-exile (in company with Gen- 
eral Minn's son), a public statement 
by the lawyer who heads a group 
devoted to implementation of the 
Paris agreement, a second "in- 
dictment" from the Anti-Corruption 
Movement, and recently a double; 
demonstration, with Buddhist nuns 
carrying protest banners across from 
the presidential palace while scores of 
legislators were gathering with 
clergymen on the front steps of the 
National Assembly building - all 
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hammered away at the same themes: 

• Ending U.S. aid to the Thieu 
government. 

• "Thieu must resign." 

• Reconciliation with the PRG. 

Their arguments were summed up 
most trenchantly in one sentence 
from the anti-corruption group's in- 
dictment: 

"As long as Mr. Thieu remains, 
there can be no peace, for he is the 
product of the war, he is nourished by 
the war, and he can only survive with 
the war." 

Exactly how strong is the new 
alliance? Can it succeed in replacing 
President Thieu? 

Such questions are difficult to an- 
swer — especially by Western observ- 
ers accustomed to gauging relative 
strengths in military terms and 
"forceful" leadership, and whose first 



question is whom does the Army 
support. 

But third-force spokesmen say they 
are not attempting a military coup. 
They are seeking all their goals 
through carefully built political 
strength. Their contacts in the South 
Vietnamese' Army assure them that 
the Army as a whole would remain 
neutral in such a contest, and would 
support a new government stemming 
from the reconciliation movement. 

The surest indication of the move- 
ment's strength is the new-found 
unity that had eluded them for nearly 
a year. One of the big stumbling 
blocks was the issue of U.S. aid. That 
issue now has been resolved in favor 
of stopping military aid - at least 
until a new government is formed. 
First of two articles. Next: How 

can peace with Communists be 

achieved? An interview with the 

"third force." 
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By JOYCE GEMPERLEIN 

Post-Gazcflc sioff Writer 



United Stales support of the Saigon 
government of President Nguyen Van 
Thieu should be withdrawn immediate- 
ly, according to an exiled former mem- 
ber of the South Vietnam National 
Assembly. 

N g o Cong Due, a member of the 
Third Force — p. faction supporting 
neither Thieu nor the Provisional Revolu- 
tionary government — said yesterday 
that Thieu should be ousted because he 
will not abide by the Paris peace agree- 
ment and wants to continue the war. 

Withdrawing U.S. dollars, arms and 
moral support would cause him "to run 
away because he survives with that as- 
sistance," Due said. 

Peace — the only tiling South Viet- 
namese want — will never come under 
an administration such as Thieu's, Due 
asserted. 

He also was editor of Tin Sang, the 
country's largest opposition newspaper. 
It was confiscated 283 times and finally 
closed in 1972. Newspapers, he said, re- 
flect the people's opposition to Thieu. 
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They have organized several demon- 
strations against government policies. 

During the time of his editorship — 
from 1957 to 1971— Due was a deputy in 
the national assembly. He was jailed in 
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Support 

1971 and went into exile in France a:.:' 
Sweden. His wife and son have not be-". 
permiffed to leave Vietnam. 

Due spoke yesterday at fhe.Frienc: 
Meeting House, Ellsworth Avenue. 
Shadyside. He and a busload of eitizer.- 
from t h e Pittsburgh area will be *::. 
.Washington Jan. 25-27 1o lobby agair.j: 
the Ford administration's proposed plsr 
to allot ?300 million in arms to Sou-i) 
Vietnam. 

Despite reports of mounting North 
Vietnamese offensives in South Viet- 
nam, Due said his country would never 
be eommunized. 

Due said he believes in social democ- 
racy and is convinced that South Viet- 
nam can survive with a coalition gov- 
ernment but not a Communist regime. 

It is imperative that Thieu be ousted 
— .with or without . a shove from the 
United States — for the country to main- 
tain economic and political stability, he 
said. 

"The only way now for my country is 
peace," he added. "If the United States 
sends more money to Thieu, you would 
lose money and we would lose lives." 








You are invited to meet Ngp Cong Due... share in a Vietnamese dinnei 

Sunday, February 23, 1975 at 6 p.m. 

Ngo Cong Due is formerly a legislator and publisher of 
Saigon's largest daily, Tin Sang. The paper was shut-down by 
Thieu in 1 972 and Due was sentenced to three years in prisoi 
He fled South Vietnam and now resides in Paris. Due is the 
cousin of the Arch-Bishop of Saigon. 

As a catholic neutralist, Ngo Cong Due is a leading spokes- 
person for the third force which calls for peace in South 
Vietnam through removal of Thieu and implementation of 
the Peace Agreement. 

A donation of $1.00 is requested. 
Come and bring a friend. 

Church of the Redeemer (United Methodist) 
2420 South Taylor Road 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 

Sponsored by the Indochina Peace Campaign, 231-8234 



We ask for freedom, they give us prison; 
We ask for happiness, they give us suffering; 
We ask for love, they give us hatred; 

\Jjt»-'y. We ask for peace, they give us war . . . 

(from a poem by four Saigon students) 
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Enemy of Thieu 
to visit college 



Vol. LXXXiV, No. 20 
Friday, February 21, 1975 

COE COLLEGE 
CEDAR RAPIDS, \0\NA 



A former member of the 
South Vietnamese Parliament, 
now an outspoken critic of South 
Vietnamese President Thieu and 
of continuing American involve- 
ment in Vietnam, will be in 
Cedar Rapids on Wednesday to 
meet with students, journalists, 
and to deliver a public address. 

Ngo Cong Due, former editor- 
publisher of a Saigon newspaper 
and an exiled leader of the 
"Third Force" which is compos- 
ed of people neither pro-Thieu 
nor pro-Communist, will give 
the public address at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday in Cherry Auditor- 
ium. .A reception will be held 
after the lecture. Due's speech 
at Coe is sponsered by the Cahp- 
lain's office. 

Due, 39, is acknowledged by 
many informed observers of the 
present South Vietnamese scene 
as the most credible and articul- 
ate spokesperson for the Third 
Force. 

The Third Force is significant 
in Vietnam for the full imple- 
mentation of the Paris. Peace 
Accords which provide for a 
"National Council of National 
Reconciliation and Concord of 
three -equal segments." This 
Council is responsible for organ- 
izing the elections called for in 
the Accords. 

Between 1 967 and 1971, Due 
was the General Secretary of the 
Socialist bloc in Vietnam and 
Chairperson of -two committees 
in Parliament, one on anti-corr- 
uption and- the other on infor- 
mation. He was a Congressman 
for four years. 

During the 1971 National 
Assembly elections, Due was 
assaulted., his poll watchers arrest- 
ed, and his votes not counted. 

Due was also publisher-editor 
of a leading Vietnamese news- 
paper, "Tin Sang" and was Chair- 
person of the Vietnamese Assoc- 
iation of Newspaper Editors. 



Before 1970,. his paper printed 
articles criticizing the Saigon 
government. American politics, 
and the "Coca Cola Culture." 
It called for the withdrawal of 
U.S. forces and for the speedy 
formation of a provisional neut- 
ralist government of national 
reconsiliation. 

In an article which appeared 
in 1970 in the "New York Review 
of Books," Due suggested a peace 
plan which had many similarities 
to the agreement reached in Paris 
three years later. He also took 
his concern to a personal aud- 
ience with Pope Paul VI in 1 970 
to request assistance to bring 
abotjt an end to the war and to 
order the Catholic Church in 
South Vietnam to seperate itself ! 
from the corrupt Thieu regime. 

"Tin Sang" was temporarily 
suspended eight times in 1968 
and 1969. Issues of the paper 
were confiscated 285 times in 
.1970-72. The office and his 
home were fire-bombed on diff- 
erent occasions. Thieu had Due 
arrested for eight days in 1971, 
and he was finally released after 
pressure from the international 
and South Vietnamese press, a 
favorable ruling by the South 
Vietnamese Supreme Court, and 
a vote'of the Lower House of the 
National Assembly. 

In 1972, "Tin Sang" was clos- 
ed down and Due was sentenced" 
to three years in prison. He fled 
the country clandestinely through 
Cambodia and Thailand and re- 
ceived asylum in Sweden, where 
he now lives. His wife and son 
are not allowed to leave South 
Vietnam currently. 

Due maintains close contact 
with the opposition movement 
in South Vietnam and continues 
to write frequently for Third 
Force publications in his country 
and overseas. He is currently on 
a two-month tour of the United 
States, sponsered by the Amer- 
ican Friends Servce Committee. 
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Thieu fall would aid 
S. Viets, critic says 



By Richard M. Peery 

The United States will 
have to send troops back 
to Indochina or halt mili- 
tary aid to the "corrupt, 
dictatorial government in 
South Vietnam," a former 
politician there said yes- 
terday. 

Ngo Cong Due, 39, for- 
mer member of the South 
i Vietnamese National As- 

•emibiy, is carrying his 
message to Americans in 
a nationwide tour. 

Due, a Catholic and non- 
Communist, fled South 
Vietnam in 1971 after los- 
i n g a bitter re-election 
campaign. . 

Time magazine said at 
the time that he would 
have been expected to win 
a fair election, but he and 
his supporters were har- 
assed for bis opposition to 
, President Nguyen Van 
I Thieu and the war, he 
said. 

His visit here was spon- 
I sored by the Indochina 
Peace Committee. 

Due said yesterday that 
U.S. policy toward h i s 
country is based on falla- 
cies. The Thieu regime is 
not popular, he said, and 
would fall if American aid 
would be withdrawn. 

But that would not mean 
the country would be 
swallowed up by North 
Vietnam, nor that a blood- 
bath would take place in 
the South, he said. 

However, Due added, 
continuing present policies 
would. 

"When the people can 
no longer bear living 
under this corrupt Saigon 
dictatorship, they will be 
forced to chose the other 
side," he predicted. 

But a change in govern- 
ment now would not result 
in a Communist takeover, 



he said, because the non- 
Communist South V i e t- 
namese do not want it and 
the North Vietnamese do 
not have t h e military 
capability. 

Current fighting is the 
result of South Vietnam's 
failure to implement the 
Paris agreement, which 
would have permitted a 
political settlement by 
South Vietnamese for 
South Vietnamese, he said. 

The fundamental threat 
to the Thieu government 
does not come from either 
North Vietnam or the 
Provisional Revolutionary 
Government— known here 
as the Viet Cong— but 
from "all South Viet- 
namese groups and reli- 
gions who oppose the 
regime," Due said. 



If the United States 
stops military aid to 
Thieu, Due said, other 
Vietnamese groups that 
now support the Thieu re- 
gime, such as Catholics 
and the military, would 
take over. 

Buddhists and other non- 
Communists would organ- 
ize themselves into' a third 
force, Due said. This 
would permit the develop- 
ment of a representative 
government that would 
includee the Viet Cong, 
but would not be dominat- 
ed by them, he said. 

Due has been mentioned 
as a possible president of 
a postwar South Vietnam. 
However, he denied such 
ambitions. 

Until he left South Viet- 
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Ngo Cong Duo 

nam, Due was widely 
known as the publisher of 
the most controversial 
newspaper in the country. 

Apparently because of 
his opposition to Thieu, his 
newspaper office and his 
home were bombed and 
acid was poured on his 
presses. During the 1971 
campaign, he was jailed 
five ciays for political rea- 
sons, he said. 
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Ey FRANK V/ET2EL 
Associated Press Writer 

• PORTLAND - An exiled 
newspaper publisher from 
Saigon called Tuesday night 
for' the end to U.S. aid to 
South Vietnam. 

Ng6 Kong Due said that if 
the U.S. cuts off aid. Presi- 
dent Nguyen Thieu's govern- 
ment will fall. He said a 
coalition representing var- 
ious factions in a so-called 
Third Force would then as- 
sume the reins of govern- 
ment'. He said supplies from 
the U.S. are used to intensi- 
fy, the war against the Na- 
tional L;bera;icn Front. 

"They prolong the suffer- 
ing of the people and contin- 
ue the corruption of the 
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Thieu regime," he said. 

"South Vietnam will not 
collapse if aid ends," Due 
said. "I think Thieu would 
run away if U.S. aid ended. 
A Third Force would be 
supported by the people and 
it would improve the morale 
of the Army." 

He addressed a meeting of 
the society of professional 
journalists, Sigma Delta Chi. 
His visit was sponsored by 
the American Friends Serv- 
ice Committee. He now lives 
in Sweden. 

Due asked for support 
from the American press in 
fighting the Thieu regime. 

"We are human fceings/* 
he said. M We think we 
should have trie same rights 



/;- I 



as you have. We see your 
press freedom and we want 
the same." 

He is a Catholic and form- 
er member of tho South 
Vietnamese Parliament. He 
said his newspaper had been 
confiscated 283 times and 
closed eight times in two 
years. 

He accused the Thieu gov- 
ernment of arresting and 
torturing members of the 
opposition. He said his own 
newspaper and home had 
been bombed. 

"They wanted to send me 
to the Army," he said. "I 
knew thai if I wen: they 
would put somebody behind 
me to shoot me." 
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S. Vietnamese urges 
halt to U.S. aid 

. Halting U.S. military aid to 
South Vietnam would permit 
peace in that war-torn nation 
without a Communist take- 
over, a former Saigon news- 
paper publisher said here 
Thursday. 

Ngo Cong Due, who also is 
a former member of the 
South Vietnamese parliament, 
is in St. Louis this week to 
speak at various public meet- 
ings under sponsorship of the 
American Friends Service 
Committee. 

A political opponent of 
President Nguyen Van Thieu, 
Due said at a press confer- 
ence at the Press Club of 
Metropolitan St. Louis that 
Thieu's "corrupt regime" 
would collapse without U.S. 
aid and a new leadership then 
could take power and estab- 
lish a democratic, non-Com- 
munist government in South 
Vietnam. 

Due, who is a member of a 
prominent Roman Catholic 
family in South Vietnam, said ' 
a majority of South Vietnam- 
ese opposes the Thieu regime 
but also opposes communism. 
He discounted U.S. fears of a 
Communist takeover by North 
Vietnam if American military 
aid is halted. 

"New leadership would 
arise if Thieu runs away," he 
said, "and would implement 

the peace agreement. If the 

U.S. continues military aid, 

South Vietnam will become 

like Cambodia, and we don't 

want to see that." 

While many Americans be- 
lieve there would be a "blood 

bath" if aid to the Thieu 

regime stops, this would not 

happen, Due said, because "a 

majority of several million 

South Vietnamese is opposed 

to the Communist system." 
"As long as you give aW. 



Ngo Cong Due 



you intensify the war and the 
suffering," he declared. 
"Give us a chance to solve 
our own problems.'' _ 






Exiled Viet 
Publisher 
Will Speak 

A former member of the 
South Vietnamese parliament, 
now an outspoken critic of 
South Vietnamese President 
Thieu and of continuing Amer- 
ican involvement in Vietnam, 
will be in Iowa City and Cedar 
Rapids Wednesday. 

Ngo Cong Due, former edi- 
tor-publisher of a Saigon 
newspaper and leader in exile 
of the "Third Force" which is 
composed of people neither 
pro-Thieu nor pro-Communist, 
will speak at 8 p.m. Wednes- 
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URGES AID 
GUT TO SAIGON 

By LARRY ECKHOLT 

Register Staff Writer 

IOWA CITY, IA. — An exiled 
South Vietnamese journalist 
urged Americans Wednesday to 
demand that Congress stop, all 
military aid to Saigon in order 
to topple the Thieu regime, 
which he said ultimately will 
lead to peace m ms war-torn 
country. 

"Keep the money to spend on 
your own country," said Ngo 
Cong Due, 39, who is on a 
speaking tour of the U.S. to 
explain the so-called "Third 
Force" movement in South 
Vietnam. "When I arrived (in 
the U.S.) I found you have 
many things to worry about 

here.'' 



Due has been in exile since 
October, 1971. He is a former 
South Vietnamese legislator 
and was editor of a leading 
Saigon opposition newspaper 
now shut down. 

Due is a member of the Third 
Force which supports neither 
t h e Communist Provisional 
Revolutionary Government 
(PRG) nor the Thieu govern- 
ment. The Third Force advo- 
cates a coalition government in 
South Vietnam to replace what 
Due calls "the corrupt dictator- 
ship of Mr. Thieu." 

U.S. military aid is the 
primary source of Thieu's con- 
tinued rule in South Vietnam, 
Due said. Continued aid — such 
as the $300 million in supple- 
mental aid recently requested 
by Thieu — will "intensify the 
war and create more diffi- 
culties to implement the Paris 
Peace Agreements," he added. 
Until his departure from 
South Vietnam, Due was con- 
sidered an influential figure in 
the country's politics. His cous- 
in is the Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop of Saigon. 



day in Cherry auditorium on 
the Coe college campus. It is 
open to the public. A reception 
will follow. 

Due, 39, is acknowledged by 
many informed observers of 
the present South Vietnamese 
scene as the most credible and 
articulate spokesman for the 
Third Force. 

The Third Force is impor- 
tant to the Vietnamese to the 
full implementation of the 
Paris Peace Accords which 
provide for a "National Coun- 
cil of National Reconciliation 
and Concord of three equal 
segments." This council is re- 
sponsible for organizing the 
elections called for in the ac- 
cords. 

Between 1967 and 1971, Due 
was general secretary of the . 
Socialist block in Vietnam and 
chairman of two parliamenta- 
ry committees. He was a con- 
gressman for four years. 

Due was also publisher-edi- 
tor of a leading Vietnamese 
daily newspaper, "Tin- Sang" 
and was chairman of the Viet- 
namese Assn. of Newspaper 
Editors, Before 1970, his paper 
printed articles criticizing the 
1 Saigon government, American 
s politics, and the "Coca Co> 
culture." 

Due's "Tin Sang" was tem- 
porarily suspended eight 
times in 1968 and 196$. Issues 
of the paper were confiscated 
285timesin 1970-72. Theoffice 
and his home were flre- 
bombed on different occa- 
sions. 

"Tin Sang" was closed 
down in February, 1972, and 
Due was sentenced to three 
years in prison. 

He left South Vietnam clan- 
destinely through Cambodia 
and Thailand and received 
asylum in Sweden where he 
lives. His wife and son are hot 
allowed to leave South Viet- 
nam. 



Ex-Peace Activists in Congress Sour 
On Kissinger's Plea for Flexibility 

. ,.. + w aid and comfort for Saigon, a non 



WASHINGTON. - 

Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger is campaigning m 
Congress for more 
"flexibility" in his conduct of 
foreign policy. 
He and the President, 
■ sighing heavily, pnint to the 
fatal, intervention of Sen. 
Henry Jackson, D-Wash., in 
the now-defunct Soviet trade 
agreement as the kind" of 
thing that Congress must not 
do if glorious summit deals 
are to be consumated by the 
executive branch. 
They are plainly hoping 
. that their reproaches to 
Jackson for trying to meddle 
in the internal affairs of 
another nation will help them 
' as they launch yet another 
attempt to interfere in the 
' internal affairs of South 
Vietnam, the country they 
cannot leave alone. 

Kissi*ng*cr is briefing 

'members of Congress in his 

elegant quarters at State in 

batches of a dozen. He 

U touches on the advisability of 

voting $300 million more in 

.emergency aid to V* 

faltering Thieu regime to 

further what he calls im- 

/' personally "this govern- 



ment's policy to leave a 
stable government in Viet- 
nam after withdrawal." 



For the 10 years of active 
American participation, the 
House was always 
elaborately diffident in af- 
fairs of state. Rut last 




further aid and comfort for 

Thieu. „„ . _„ 

Toby Moffett, 30, of Con- 
necticut. He quit HEW as a 

vouth adviser in a blaze of 
publicity, protesting t n e 
Cambodian invasion. 

Ned Pattison, 42, of New 
York. He hegan speaking out 
against the war in 1966. 

Stephen Solarz, 34, of New 

York, a freshman member ot 
the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee. He cut his teeth in 
politics by managing an 
antiwar candidate. 



November, 75 new 
Democrats were elected, 
many of whom grew up 
marching agains t Vietnam 
policy. Scratch a new House 
member and you're likely to 
find an old peace activist. 

Here is a sampling of the 
different audience Kissinger 

is facing: 

Tom Harkin, 34, of Iowa. 
As a congressional aide on 
a Saigon mission, he took 
pictures of the Tiger Cage 
prison where enemies of the 
regime were confined. 

"No way," he says of 



"I've beard it all before," 
he says of argument that we 
must provide more arms to 
Thieu because Russia and 
China continue their aid to 
the other side. 



Saigon, a non-Communist 
anti-corruption movement 
made up of Catholics 
Buddhists and refugees who 
are opposed to Thieu and 
American meddling. 

If ' the Americans stop 
sending money, Due main- 
tains, "Thieu will run away 
with his pockets full, the 
North Vietnamese will with- 
draw their troops from the 
South, and the Viet Cong and 

the third force will form a 

^'T^m^not afraid of the 

Communists," h e says 

"They cannot kill us all. It 

they try to, there will be a 

new war. 






.^n 




Men of such mind are far 
more receptive to a visiting 
South Vietnamese opposition 
leader, a former member of 
the National Assembly, who 
is campaigning as hard 
against the money as 
Kissinger is for it. 

Ngo Cong Due, a wearily 
youthful 38, was born in the 
Mekong Delta of an old, 
conservative Catholic family, 
the son of a prosperous 
planter who was killed by the 
Viet Minn during the war 
with the Frenchm He is a 
cousin of the Archbishop of 

Saigon. 

Due was educated in 
Saigon in Catholic schools, 
became editor and owner of 
the Saigon Morning News, 
and in 1967 won election to 
the National Assembly as a 
peace candidate. 

His paper was firebombed 
twice, for its anti-American 
and later anti-Thieu policies, 
suspended innumerable _ 
times and confiscated; his 
home was firebombed once. 
Three years ago, he went 
into exile. He came tO| 
Washington at the invitation 
of the American Friends 
Service Committee to per- 
suade Americans to stop 
subsidizing the war The 
committee is one of me 
groups sponsoring tne 
"Assembly to save the Peace 
Agreement" being held this J 

weekend. 

• • * . 

Due represents what he 
culls "the third force" m 



"The Paris agreements 
created a new political force, 
but Thieu will not accept 
them. He will not free the 
prisoners. He is «*« ** 
latorial than fle Com- 
munists. He does not serve 
the people. I hear about 
bloodbath. Fifty thousand 
people a year have been 
killed since the peace, is 
this not a bloodbath?" 
» » •' 
Vietnamese Catholics 
turned publicly on fellow - 
Catholic Thieu last autumn, 
but a bloody demonstration 
in October ended the con- 
f r o n t a t i o n penod. Since 
them, says Due, the 
Catholics have organized 
quietly in each diocese with 
local priests as leaders. 

"I don't accept com- 
munism," he says, "but I 
know they are patriotic and 
patriots always work for the 
future of our country." 

Due, in his way, is arguing 
for flexibility as Kissinger m 
his. "AH we ask," he says, 
"is to have a chance to make 
our own choices." 
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Catholic editor wants 
Thieu regime ended 




"We are being had by the U.S. 
Government for strictly consumption 
purposes, with nothing t o show fo r it 
except Coca Cola and 
Salem cigarettes." 

This is the view of 
Ngo Cong Due, 39, a 
Catholic and non- 
Communist, editor of 
what was once Sai- 
gon's largest daily 
newspaper, and an 
exile from South 
Vietnam since 1971 
after losing a re- Ngo Cong Due 
election campaign which gained him 
the wrath of President Nguyen Van 

Thieu. 

Due, long-harrassed by Thieu for his 
anti-Thieu, anti-war, anti-corruption 
activities through public demonstra- 
tions and through his newspaper, is a 
former member of the South Viet- 
namese National Assembly. He is 
touring America to plead for help in 
deposing Thieu from power. 

His newspaper was suspended 
temporarily eight times, confiscated 
285 times, his office was bombed and 
burned twice by the Saigon Regime 
people, and the paper, Tin Sang 
(Morning News) closed finally in 
February of 1972. 

Due was sentenced to three years in 
prison, and all his properties were 
confiscated. He said he has also 
witnessed anti-Thieu, anti-corruption 
Catholics in Saigon beaten and jailed, a 
youth killed, and many priests beaten 
while demonstrating against Thieu. 

"We Catholics cannot continue to 
support Thieu. We have been looked 
upon as his accomplices because at one 
time most Catholics supported him, 
Due said in an interview Monday. 

"But now the majority of what you 
could call the new wave of Catholics 
have changed to take on an anti- 
corruption standpoint, and have 
formed anti-corruption committees, 
with the support of many prominent 
South Vietnamese officials." 

Due said he believes the only way 
Thieu can fall is to cut off all U.S. aid to 
Vietnam. At this point, he maintains, 
every U.S. dollar, be it for food or 
military aid, goes into Thieu's coffers to 
augment the military. 



"The U.S. must stop all aid," Due 
said. "We know the American people 
will not continue to support the war. 
You, as a people, have many things to . 
worry about, and I know you won't 
allow your tax dollars, when they 
should be spent on domestic things, to 
be spent to kill our people." 

The Catholics in Vietnam, Due says, 
although only 10 to 12 per cent of the 
population, comprise the most power- 
ful group because they are composed of 
many French, the rich, landowners, 
and bourgeoisie. There are six Catholic 
congressmen in the Vietnamese 
National House, and the president of 
the Senate is a Catholic. 

Due staunchly believes that a with- 
drawal of all aid would not mean that 
South Vietnam would be drenched in a 
bloodbath. He thinks that if most of the 
people had a choice between a 
dictatorial Communist regime or 
dictator Thieu, most would choose the 
Communists because, in North Viet- 
nam, the government officials at least 



let the people know that they are 
trying to serve in their best interests. 

In the South, corruption is rampant. 
Yet Due says that a change in 
government now would not result in a 
Communist takeover because even 
though the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government-or Viet Cong-are sup- 
posed to be clever, why can t they taKe 
over the South by being clever in the 
political arena, rather than by wasting 
the blood of their people? They can t. 

Fighting for freedom has been m 
Due's family for more than the last to 
years. His father grew up fighting the 
Viet Minh and was killed by them in 

1955. J .i £ . 

Due maintains the position that to 
implement the Paris Peace Agreement, 
and insure a political settlement of the 
fighting, "both those Catholics still 
supporting Thieu and those against 
him-and both the Communists and 
South Vietnamese-must try to under- 
stand each other, strive for recon- 
ciliation, and a coalition government. 

The three parts of a coalition 
government would consist of: 1) 
Representatives of the Saigon Regime, 

many of whom are Catholics; 2) Ine 
third forces, of which Buddhists and 

some Catholics comprise the majority; 



3) The Provisional Revolutionary 
Government (PRG). New leadership 
will come from the Saigon Regime, Due 
says, not the third forces The 
Catholics, well-respected m South 
Vietnam, will remain the watchdogs ot 
the government through their various 
efforts spearheaded by the anti- 
corruption committees. 

"I propose to have the Saigon 
Regime be a strong political force and 
I plan to become more vocally involved 
in my efforts," Due stated. 

He added that the Catholics must 
stay in a third position, be recon- 
ciliators, and run the next election 
"We have an advantage over the PK^ 
because we haven't caused any killings, 
and our officials are much more 
well-known than any of the PKC 
people. I feel we can easily win an 

election." . " ~ r,-„i.^ 

After recently meeting with Bishop 
James Rausch, general secretary, 
National Catholic Conference of Bis- 
hops, in Washington, Due says he felt 
more encouraged that the Catholic 
Church in America wants to help the 
South Vietnamese people live hi peace, 
and not continue the war . . . But he 
expressed disappointment m Pope Paul 

Due spoke with the pope in 1970, 
and explained to him the Catholics 
position in Vietnam, and asked the 
pope for assistance in bringing the 
fighting to a conclusion. He said he a 
pray for the Vietnamese people. I then 
told him that praying was not enough 
and I believe he became very upset 
with my •iiiswer." 

In the 70's Due says he feels the 
Church is -finally going more in the 
rieht direction toward helping his 
people, although still a little too slow 

for his liking. 

Religion, besides fighting for free- 
dom, is in Due's background. His 
cousin, Nguyen Van Binh, is Arch- 
bishop of Saigon. "He tells me said 
Due, "that he is strictly a Religious, 
and that he wants no part of politics. 
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We can compare the multe.^ JUjx%ab on 
both sides; we can aJsoj "piopare the num- 
ber of supporter" •;*. doth sides, the areas 
of control- and'' influence. Although Thleu 
does, hot have the support of the people, 
t|iG PRO has only seized In concentrated 
attacks a few provincial cities and districts. 
Although Saigon's forces have the potential 
to resist the PRG on the battlefield, their 
potential has been much weakened because 
of the corruption. This Is also the Judgment 
of the U.S. mission. 

This war has already brought much suf- 
ferings to the people of South Vietnam, 
brought the country's economic collapse, and 
created much weariness within the military. 
Everyone wants peace. 

. North Vietnam and the PRO cannot con- 
tinue the war for the following reasons: 

Otherwise the people of South Vietnam 
will condemn them; 

Hanoi needs to rebuild and to reconstruct 
the economy of North Vietnam; 

The people of North Vietnam also want 
peace; and 

The PRG Is also quite weary of the war, 
and Its current objective is to gain the right 
to participate in the political life of South 
Vietnam in the framework of the Paris 
Agreement. 

The people of South Vietnam are not yet 
willing to accept the take-over of the South 
by military force. It Is thus not possible for 
North Vietnam to succeed In such enter- 
prise. This would be particularly true If 
South Vietnam has a non-corrupt leadership 
that advocates peace, national reconciliation, 
and that strives to build a healthy national 
economy. If North Vietnam goes back to war 
without the people's support, the war will 
result in a hopeless stalemate. Under such a 
circumstance. North Vietnam would fear 
greatly foreign intervention. 

2. THE POLITICAL SETTLEMENT: TO REALIZE 
PEACE 

Only a new US policy that realizes peace 
can end this war and also salvage the Saigon 
regime from total collapse. A political solu- 
tion will not push South Vietnam Into the 
hands of North Vietnam and wll not gen- 
erate the damaging consequences of, for In- 
stance, U.S. military strategies. And the proc- 
ess to realize peace demands that Thieu must 
■go and that the Paris Agreement be imple- 
mented. 

2a. ADVANTAGES OP A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT 

A. Help Vietnam restore peace and con- 
solidate that peace. 

B. End America's waste of resources in 
Indochina. 

C. Help those who belong to the Saigon 
regime and to the Third Force to consolidate 
their forces in order to attract the support 
of the majority of the population. 

D. Help realize he conditions for economic 
reconstruction in Vietnam, and the begin- 
ning of developing trade between Vietnam 
and the U.S. and other countries. 

2b. WHY SUCH A SOLUTION NEEDS THIEU'S 
OUSTER 

A. Mr. Thieu will continue to ruin and de- 
stroy every effort toward peace and a political 
settlement as long as he remains in power. 
His actions since 1967 have indicated that. 

B. Thieu's actions weaken the anti-com- 
munist side and the Third Force as well. 
These 2 forces must be healthy In a political 
competition if South Vietnam is to remain 
non-Communist. 

C. No force or side trusts Thieu, and no one 
can seriously talk to Thieu about a political 
solution. 

3. thieu's policy: FORCE THE U.S. TO STAY 
WITH HIM AND SUPPORT HIM 

Thieu has 3 action slogans which he uses 
to fascinate past and present Administra- 
tions: 

"Aside from Thleu, there is no else to do 
the Job." 



"If Thleu falls, South Vietnam will be loo*." 
"North Vietnam alms at conquering South 
Vietnam," 

The media here has been intoxicated to a 
certain extent by these 3 action slogans. Be- 
cause of Mr. Thieu's policies and actions, 
those Vietnamese who might consider them- 
selves as possible successors to Thleu or who 
have potential have been eliminated or dis- 
credited one way or the other. As long as the 
U.S. does not change its policy, these persons 
will never surface. 

4. THE TRANSITION PERIOD 

If the U.S. Congress cuts the aid to the 
Thieu - regime, the following situation would 
develop. 

a. The Vietnamese who are with the Saigon 
regime such as the Catholics and many in the 
military will have a new leadership that will 
replace Thleu. 

b. The Buddhists and other Third Force 
elements will organize themselves and 
strengthen their Third Force. 

c. Thleu and his corrupt group will leave 
the country. 

4a. THE CHANGE AT THE TOP 

According to the views of Father Tran Huu 
Thanh which would include those of others 
in the Catholic movement, there will be a 
collective leadership within the following 
framework : 

v 1. A leadership Council; 
f 2. A head of state; and 

3. A premier. 

These views could be applied to the transi- 
tion period. A leadership that appears to have 
broad support would be able to attract more 
cooperation from various elements. According 
to Father Thanh, this new leadership will 
strive to: 

Sustain the morale of the administration 
and the military. 

Win the support of the people whenever 
possible. 

Develop the economic potential of South 
Vietnam to attract cooperation inside and 
outside of Vietnam. 

The Saigon regime can have as members of 
this new leadership Council: Former Eco- 
nomics Minister Au Truong Thanh; Lawyer 
Nguyen Van Huyen, former Senate Presi- 
dent of Saigon's National Assembly; Gen. 
Cao Van Vlen, presently the Chief of Gen- 
eral Staff; Gen. Ngo Quang Truong, the 
Commander of I Corps; Nguyen Ngoc Huy, 
leader of the Progressive Party; Nguyen 
Huu Hanh, former director of the National 
Bank of Vietnam; etc. . . . 

5. PROCESS TO REALIZE PEACE 

The new leadership in Saigon will call for 
a cease-fire and the demarcation of zones 
of control. The Third Force and the Bud- 
dhists will support such a call. 

The 2 administrations will return to the 
negotiating table; 

Saigon will release all political prisoners, 
and restores democratic freedoms; 

The Third Force elements will unite them- 
selves now that democratic freedoms exist, 
and prepare themselves for participation In 
the National Council of Reconciliation; 

Formation of the National Council; 

Holding of general elections for a Constit- 
uent Assembly; 

Proclamation of one single Constitution 
for South Vietnam; 

The withdrawal of North Vietnamese 
troops from the South; 

The formation of one single army for 
South Vietnam; 

The signing of an Agreement between the 
South and the North to guarantee the Peace 
(economic relations, establishment of the 
framework for the national reunification of 
the country by peaceful and democratic 
means) ; and 

General elections according to the Con- 
stitution. 

The responsibility of the United States 



vis-a-vis the people of South Vietnam, after 
more than a decade of intervention, is now 
not to intervene In our internal affairs so 
we can decide our own future. This, the 
VS. has already pledged by signing the Paris 
Agreement. After the failure of U.S. military 
policies. It is time that the United States 
let us chose our policy of peace and national 
reconciliation. 
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tempt to support an unpopular, repres- 
sive regime In d er ogati on of oar own 
stated purpose and best principles. 

The administration suggests that 
South 'Vietnam must be saved from the 
Communists. South Vietnam js non-Oom- 
munlst, and in as much need of salva- 
tion from General Thieu as from Hanoi 
or the PRO. Continued XJM. Involvement 
Is about all that keeps the conflict going, 
and were it not for that provocative in- 
volvement, the South Vietnamese would 
have little to fight about The people of 
South Vietnam are resisting the united 
States and Its any, the regime of General 
Thieu. Take away the UJ3. presence, and 
even at this perilously late date, a re- 
conciliation of conflicting political in- 
terests in South Vietnam could lead to a 
viable, non-Communist state.. The ad- 
ministration's continued support for the 
Thieu regime is the surest way of guar- 
anteeing a Communist takeover. 

On my visit to South Vietnam in 1971 
a young man burned hfehtetf to death 
outside my hotel wrapped in a poster 
which protested U8. inveJvement in his 
electoral process. Many of the individuals 
with whom I talked, most of them non- 
Communist, were subsequently arrested. 
Madame Ngo Ba- Thanh Was arrested 
within minutes after my meeting with 
her, beginning what became one of the 
more celebrated cases of political repres- 
sion In South Vietnam, m the course of 
these meetings, Z encountered lffo Cong 
Due then a Journalist and independent 
political figure m South Vietnam. Mr. 
Due' was the publisher of Tin Sang, Sai- 
gon's largest newspaper, and head of 
the South Vietnamese Association of 
Newspaper Publishers. During the 1071 
elections, Time magsstne said: 

Wgo Cong Doe lite and away the most 
popular candidate In Vina Bmh . . . he la now 
a national personality and in any lair elec- 
tion would be an odds-on favorite to win . .'. 
as the campaign ended last week, —tarn, 
diplomat* were still hoping for Duo's Ttotory. 

Unfortunately, after representing 
Vinh Binh for 4 years, Mr. Due lost in 
what many observers felt was a fixed 
election. 

I met Mr. Due in his office daring* a 
minor riot occasioned in some way by 
his opposition to General Thieu. Like 
others of the political opposition, ha 
was forced to flee South Vietnam, and 
T did not see htm again until only a few 
days ago in my somewhat calmer office 
here In Washington, He gave me a state- 
ment on the political situation In South 
Vietnam which makes, far better than 
can I, many of these points about the 
counterproductive nature of U.S. sup- 
port for General Thieu. 

It should be stressed by those of us 
who seek, to reduce funding for the Thieu 
regime that our purpose Is not to aban- 
don, but Indeed to aid, the people of 
South Vietnam. Our purpose is not to 
write off our investment of blood and 
dollars but to redeem it at long last by 
permitting the people of South Vietnam 
to determine* their own future under a 
non-Communist government. If Thieu 
were to leave office and be succeeded by 
a government capable of governing with 
some popular support, it could be in a 
position to negotiate a settlement. With 



Thieu out of power, the Congress might 
reconsider its position on X7JB. aid to 
South Vietnam. It opposes mcreaaod aid 
for the Thieu regime, not n e c ess ar ily aid 
for South Vietnam. 

Mr. President, what Mr. -Doc says Is 
echoed by South Vietnamese of many 
persuasions and backgrounds. I ask 
unanimous consent that his statement 
be printed in the Racoo-ao that it may 
be read by my colleagues and more hope- 
fully by members of the executive 
branch. 

There being no objection, the state- 
ment was ordered to be printed In the 
Rbcord, as follows : 

Pbosfscts roa a Poxrncat Bsttlembwt 
lit South Vxrarut 
(By Bgo Cong Due) 

Aa a Vietnam aw , I will not oppose VB. aid 
to my country if It will help our people to 
realise peace and rta m o nratw freedoma. If I 
believe that an aid cut-off to and the 
deprivation of the '$800 minion from the 
Thieu regime will lead to the entire ooUapee 
of that regime and then to the aatobllehmont 
of a Communist regime in South Vietnam, 
X will net ask for any aid cut-off. 

I have read Senator Sam Hunn's report to 
military aid to South Vietnam. Ills report 
can ba summarised In the following way: 

1. Forth Vietnam and the PBO have 
Increaaed their Infiltration ' of men and 
equipment into ttae South, and also their 
military activities. Both have thua violated 
the Paris Agreement. 

*. "The Perls Accord ended direct U.S. mili- 
tary involvement in South Vietnam, but to* 
qveation satnalns: what are VB. reeponsfbU- 
tttes and totoreat* aftsrao years of maastve 
ttffestmant in South Vteeriam." 

On the bents ef thee* t reasonings, Saner 
tor Sam Wash p r op o se s that Congress gfree 
more aid to South Vietnam. The Senator's 
position can be interpreted as. that of these 
who bow argue for increaaed am to the Thieu 
reghne. 

From my v i ew p o in t, Worth Vietnam and 
the PRO did increase their military activities 
b ac on a s the ***£*" rex rxten r a n— •»* 
tMt AdnifNf jf i effeJn A sua fs/assd to (seeds- 
ment fa* Parte a g ree me nt so s poUMu a f 
jiffijuaaeU oca ee re* eked ewumg ewt by 
gat 8o*th rw r w a a w for_ Stmt* Vterae- 
smm. Cm the ether hand, the fundamental 
threat at this moment to the Thieu re- 
glaww winteal d—eaot ue with the 800,090 
PBO/Btori* Wljthiiai | aoMttera or With 
the supposed shea-toge ef ammunitton -of 
ABVX tore**, but wtth the op p es ttl op a» 
the regime of about all South Vietna- 
mese groups and religions. The threat also 
Has with the Saigon soldiers who no longer 
ham the morals to- continue the war. flenarnr 
Nunn'a report does net quite emphaawj* 
these fundamental weaknesses of the regime. 

at the peasant time, the Thieu regime is 
at one* auhjeeted to pressure from s sttea; 

1. The mattery acttvtttee of the RBO and 
North Vietnameae troops. 

S. The oppo siti on of about svery oa * in 
South Vietnam: Catholics, Buddhists, Bao 
Bho Cao Dei, Journalists. ffitoUeetswl circles, 
etc 

8. Saigon's forces do not wfettt to fight, 
especially toe regional farces. 

i. aaamw m sejiait Bscaunoir 

Aa I said earlier. X believe that the PBO 
and North Vietnam have increased their 
miHtary operations before the refusal of the 
Thieu regime to implement the Parte Agree- 
ment. The PBO la also fighting to gain the 
right to parttctpet* In the political Ufa of 
South Vietnam to a framework determined 
by the people of Sooth Vietnam and the 
Parts Agr*etoent. Tm* PBO right has been" 
aaaegntsatt in the Agreaass at . Bowel er, the 




Thieu regime has 

lease of pottttoal wt ja a a ia , and haw not reo- 

ognuam the Third poUtical fares that * erto- 

cHl to the f ormatton of the national r 

of Baeonclllation. That OouneS w tits 

tog point on the road toward i 

ematton, the ending of the. war. 

pesos. 

Current increased ndutory 
to favor the PBO. Mora 
military add pohttoal 
are growing because 
aM opposed to Thieu. 
PBO aide. 

la. UBUxmr uj. 

What had happened to Vietnam was the 
waste of hundreds of billions of n Mlleva in 
support of disastrous policies of past VB. 
Adminlstratlona. These disaster* are con- 
tinued today. The Vietnam poUoy-makere re- 
maln the same, with the ease* oaM e ufc . They 
stin feai that they eaa rely on toe sJSght of 
the doner to sotve the preblam. 

To oppeee co mmuni s m and fight a people's 
war by using a corrupt and mipo p ulm group 
thai has led the South Vietnamese to a state 
of eatreme poverty and Starvation, wffl only 
result to failure. If South Vietnam hen not 
yet fallen, to the PBO. it Is beeauae thw ; 

&%KS£B3&SAs 

tog under thw corrupt Biisji i i 
they wlB be forced to chose 
ib. ran.su or 
Te seek a military i 





tton upon our eounhry to 1 
of the war, has east 
and esawawg of 
tevaea of Uvea and 
of world opinion and 
tudes toward the CB. , 
Wow, the OB. aiSafni psttey has to end 

.. y not let thm .aj* 
away iiiifcdil iminaw sals.*, i 
that really belong to ii H i Ma affisens tor 
the indeftntte future and without any hope 

Of aTOCOwHS. OOOMCTUbBbaJIY, B$|b)bJb| CQaBfhStw-VQal 

pollcie* win end, mOn er crlator. 

In the coarse of suett psatolaa, the TJS- 
baoksd generals in Saigon have! 

nsmssa. Bow, the people 

tremeiy we ar y, and ewpressec a 

for that corrupt 

war. This win further 

aide. 

To continue the was- wU only weaken the 
Sejgen aide also v to a».tto the FBJOh At a 
thaw when Swath vtotosm tosaapased In war- 
fare, Berth nsteeen wawtoa-a heaMby pro- 
gram of naMsawi reeetodRMSkm. If totogs 
ooattone aa they saw. B aa tl i vBataass USsliI 
not escape i awing aaatof was wsBwawee of 
Xecto wi ■>■!■■ i fa weeeit • waaaa' tret*. 
ic. Hoax asp, avoawrtoCrea' w*a 

To wim aaa aid to Thtou how win force 
Hanoi and the PBO to escalate thslr military 
activities. Bp isJa Wm begets asiiSaainai. and 
the OB vM be farced to SwhstoatiaUy to- 
craaea tta aid. At that tisa*. ■haaadii to 
peace wtU Isp a ia n and make more IIBiiiII 
the p roc e s s of reatoring peace. 

At some point la tone, toe DA must eon- 
safisr again si totomsallasi to VI 

To increaa* aid wm 




mm, 



w 



to we aken the « 
Poroe groups. 

Without aid to era se* *, X baUeve ««a» Baa 
Thlcu reglma would not cotlaps* 1 11 et na ef 
e military offensive, . 

Contrary to Vice-President BoekafaOer'B 
claim that one «*>o , fl ri Vtotnamas* wausd he 
liquidated if the PBO fakes over. Bene* and 

over the South by military fore*. ■ 



*£ 



* 03 



.2 43 

3 b 

© 2~ 

en.P~ ~ 

(flCJC 
CO o 

•*-» CO 
<U O — 

s ® 

P „>_CU 



«H«! 




3 O - M O ^3 

05 'So to- 12 ° 



"1= 

p|" 



§ .2 *S « 



P ^ o ^ J= 

£>cn S^*-* 

■3.2 ? C <D~ 

>_4 > .X3 &.<+- w 









S3t3.P .*-> cy *P 



r3 



CO 



*-aS2 



■ •— 1 en .-; 

C C£ J 

CS >>§ o o o) 

r §;Mipo££ 
£ awCU o 



• Tj-C 0>*O 

-P ay£ S3 

23 <U P 
CU 

p' 






cO"P _ 

cOc£ 
So, 3 "! 

a> _e«-' 

C rots C 
J3 CU-P 2x3 

■£ 2.S"5 to 

- 22 -, - -ti 



4, W ;P OO CO 
-5 . O CU en 
O.CO &*- . 

1=1 

o je 

w CO -i_» >j 

* -St>> 

to a» j. o «3 

c CO <£> ft P 



p' 

S3 



j.*Pr2 o 

£.t3 

■2 *Sfi 
-ppcig 

co^oS 

*-• 5"P ^ 

CU M C0»^ 

ft $-. o 
O «cOCO 



.9 in 



o 



a) 
o 

?.§ 

ftJ3 

jc 

cu -~> 

51 

a> 

en P 
£3 

O 5 
cu o 

J3 O 



0) t- £ "P 5 ^ 
2 e O 5 t/T 

* * P"e 

§-«££ 

*co^>> 



T3 'C v. 



00 






co „, s\ cu ca -S •-■ 

o, C "J to <= " o 

a> s^ o o > o 1 to 



c-; 



rt "^^ 2-p-o 

" c o c N"S 

in o cu ^: J2 

^^^^ &§ 
- c,x: u, o ^ 



"P !s O *3 B 



p S * 2 

cu w CU 



3 M« . 

a)^5 cu M 53 
2 ^S 2 c ^ >^-p s- 

TD >^3 -P c 3 O 

;§«i>T3 .'^ ca M 



01 « w ^ 
■Z v. u t« .S 

Ml 11 8^1 



nj t« tU 

o C O 
S * *j 
°-X! O 

o c? p*p 

2 S 
pa ttfi'* 3 

r, O 

53 1^. cn-O 

8*8.8 



£ &£ Sco 



00 



CiX! 



"P P J-'P c S 

g^O c«T3 

J5 ,. CU . U u 
= 5^25 

_ T3 CU CO . > 

J3 J w 2 4) > 

O fc- 3"E CJ 0> 

P CO CO cLg >. 

CO <u o cu CU 

- cvq >-2l3 
co 3 *3 > ja 






^ fe r ? O P 



P.b 



-S 



cOj-; . 
P"E 

3J2 f « 



P S cfl 



cu 

£ .S.2 



^5 



o 

CO cu 

ll 



O c0 

p <1) 

o *-» 

§1 

^ CU 

- !H 
P 



OOP 

o <u 
*-»'p-p 

CU'H 

1*8 
•- fe 2 



• P*d 



£q 

<u^ 

£3 cu 

s^ 

«^ 

-a* 

c o 

w ^ 

cuts 
> (-1 



^43^ co 2 C 

tuo >^ cj txo en 

P= o ^ ^ "co 

CU *j -*-» 

J- c 



s-8 



^■2£?3 



^00 S CO 

- £"§• 

CO '" >•© 



85 



a> S?>p 
r cu.. . 



<n 



T3 



P _* 

_. tn </x co 

2* as5ts.gs 

S.sS-5c3«p-g 



c° — O — 

«o5 *» u 
> pti cu^- 

. o 



cu S 6.2 co^ 

> ? cO en - *"» 



o CU ^ CO o 

g{2P'S^« 

i 2 rt C fc! 03 

p .22 w c ° ^ 

3 cu^ ° ° 

p c.a.sg« 

3 01 T3 i5-- O 




6cS^p*S 

I p'-S i 3 

to CO c g O 



-*-» S co c c u 
p J'x: 3 o o 
2.poJ:c5 « cu 
6 cuO >,TJ 

S-S5 .211*3 

35 00 *j o 

*P ° Orj >^ 

O P O CU FT"* *,« 
S <1) CO X! -P 4= Xi 5 

cu-- cuts^j cj.S 

3 BElh! 



cuiJ co"> 

n P p-rt 

"a bS 

CO >»-C t0 

OflcO ^ - 

en P 3 g 

ycyj cu v- 
-s IS a 

o g S3 

t-j in 

2o CO fe 

5 fa en > 



to 




P CPT3-£ 

-53 s 

en OT3 

.2^ ^'55 
2 o-» H 

« o.-° . 

<-> p_ »- 

- 2 ^ 

^co P^* 

.— e i_ en 

t- _S cu ■*- » 

© "S >"^ 

•jr>.p o o 

of§2 

e p.bpcd 

czjcop: 



•o-fc £ 

*-» p P 
en *-« -•-» 

p5.2 

"P 

2 x P • 
»«§ 

£3 •& 

o to 
in 



co cu 
o o 



S3 

CO 



tkO 

?.S JjjTo 

^^ S3 2 

3)H 2 « 

ZcoSZ 



O co 

<n CU 

E 

, cu 

^s 

o-p 
^•co 

oO 

tUD 

cu 



5 £ S3 w).S ° « 8 

g-^ >-coCQ^-eo 



p t- h > s ^j= 

CU tH CXfj-. 



Seo r— • •* 
■R «0 ^ 



P ^ >> W 

PS c 2 > P 9i £3 

o c g us S3 °- g 

JO 3.- CO >»C>1^ 

.2 p*3 =dS la 



'.2 tu 



cut) "? 

'p J3 « > 

> +-» co 

CO "P t0 qj 
^2 PJ3 o 

T3 .P O fi, 
'co tn" C T3 

. M .2-§g 



55 p. 

5f 

si 

P cu 

t>£x: 

t- — » 
o 

^H O 

to , 
Mu 

S o 

^3 Pu 

o a 
ftp 

en 



2? u p" 
^o.2^ 



, ' T3 CU JZ\ >> 

+2 cu cu *i «-• 

u 1 ^ 5 J- cu 

co 3OU 

en O ^ cO 



t- CO 

<3 

p 
^ «i 
to — 

CU X3 



S3 P 

as 

CO c 
P 



'cO 0> 
55 



>>cu 



cu H 

^ C u 

Ml 

§•1* 

w safe 



CU eu <-> 

S3 CO .j.. 

-ag-nan 

3 9/2'3 53" 
.2 o ^2 .5 fc 



cu 

CO G 

CU o 

c^ 8 



ST.LQUIS POST-DISPATCH Sun,, March 2, 1975 1SA| 



v ietnamese Critic Oppooses Aid For Thieu 



• llAKLF.NhPROST 
l'osl-Oispakh Staff 

fading journalist and 
*.der of a Third Force politi- 
». group in South Vietnam 
lat more military aid to 
i? country from the United 
would only intensify 
ir and delay the depar- 
ture of President Nguyen Van 
Thieu. 
"We don't want more mili- 
irj iid, and we don't need 
Ngo Cong Due said in St. 
lis 'ast week. 

"With more aid, the fight- 
;ng will continue. The war 
s,il be intensified, and when 
:he war is intensified, then 
•e'll need more aid," he said. 
"But without more aid, we 
can have a cease fire sooner, 
and Thieu will leave sooner." 
Due. who is on a speaking 
tour across the United States, 
has been at odds with Thieu 
for many years. In 1972. he 
#as sentenced to three years 
to prison in absentia by the 
Saigon government, and all 
his properties were ordered 




Ngo Cong Due 

confiscated. 

Due is a former National 
Assembly deputy, and owner 
of Tin Sang, once Vietnam's 
largest newspaper. The news- 
paper, which is no longer 
being published after a series 



of suspensions and confisca- 
tions by the Saigon govern- 
ment, has printed articles 
criticizing Thieu and Ameri- 
can policies. Due said that 
United States policies were 
war-like, and "dominating my 
country." 

Due predicted that because 
of political pressures and sen- 
timent against Thieu, the" 
President would be forced to 
leave the country within a 
year, even if more military 
aid was forthcoming from the 
United States. 

However, if Congress turns 
down a request for an addi- 
tional half billion dollars in 
military aid for both Cambo- 
dia and South Vietnam, 
made by the Ford Adminis- 
tration, then Thieu will be 
forced out "very soon," Due 
said. 

Due said that, once Thieu 
was out, then the Third Force 
could make more progress 
toward some of its goals. 

The organization, which 
Due says has been gaining 



strength for a number of 
years, would like to bring 
about reconciliation of the 
various political elements in 
South Vietnam. 

Then, Due said, the unified 
political force in his country 
could demand another cease- 
fire; implementation of the 
January 1973 peace agree- 




ments made in Paris; ask 
that North Vietnam recall its 
troops, and hold an election 
for new leaders for South 
Vietnam. 

Eventually, Due said, the 
new South Vietnam leaders 
could negotiate their own 
peace and unification policies 
with North Vietnam. 



Photo: October 1, 1971. Ngo Cong Due addressing the People's Conference 
{Dai Hoi Nhan Dan), held at the Birth of the Nation Palace. Over 1,000 
representatives from religious, political , trade and labor organizations 
participated in this conference to denounce Thieu' s one-man election. 
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Vietnam critic 
plans 2 talks 



Ngo Cong Due, a former 
Saigon newspaper publisher 
and an outspoken critic of 
the Thieu government and 
the U.S. presence in Viet- 
nam, will be in Springfield 
Tuesday for two appear- 
ances, s 

Due, who is Catholic; anti- 
Communist and anti-war, 
will meet informally with 
interested persons in the 
Cooke Lounge of First Pres- 
byterian Church at 7th and 
Capitol between 2 and 4 p.m. 
Tuesday. He will speak in 
Room 140-A of Sangamon 
State University's Capital 
Campus at 8 p.m. Tuesday. 
The meetings are open to the 
public. 

. Due's newspaper, Tin 
Sang, (Morning News) the 
second largest paper in 
South Vietnam, was closed 
by the South Vietnamese 
government in February, 
1972 for criticizing the re- 
gime. Publication of the 
paper had been suspended 
by the government eight 
times in 1968 and 1969, and 
issues of the paper were con- 
fiscated hundreds of time in 
1970 to 1972. The newspaper 
offices and Due's home were 
fire bombed. 

Under the rules set by 
President Nguyen Van 
Thieu. newspaper publishers 
could be fined heavily and 
jailed for "undermining na- 




Ngo Cong Due 

tional security," as reported 
in Time magazine on Oct. 2, 
1972. Due was sentenced to 
three years in prison. Hjb 
escaped and now lives in 
France and Sweden. His wife 
and son are not allowed to 
leave South Vietnam* though- 
he is in contact with them. 
He remains in close contact 
also with the opposition 
movement in South Vietnam. 
Due is on a two-month trip 
sponsored by the American 
Friends Service Committee. 
His visit here is co-sponsored 
by the Women's Internation- 
al League for Peace and 
Freedom and Sangamon 
State University. 



the Giants 






5 <y * e g § 

^^ o g « £ 

S o . cc o o 

e 5 c ra t" u 
o e o .«£ w> oJ 

— ' — C »- .g -73 

" ^ Mi Si '-' 

OS . < . —> > CI 
OtJ 09 W <" g 

* 3 C r 2 5 

ss5- 




1/ 



are by nature ferocious and false. Like many 
Americans, these young people probably do 
not know that the Paris agreement gives the 
PRG equal status with the Thieu regime, and 
promises that tpe United States will not in- 
terfere in the internal affairs of South Viet- 
nam. By recognizing the PRG and the Saigon 
regime as equally legitimate, the agreement 
converts the military contest into a political 
one— to be worked out by the Vietnamese. 

Due, a practical and seasoned politician, is I 
confident. He believes in democracy, but 
more, he believes in his own people. 

These Gulliver-like, big-voiced Americans 
'perceive Due as a child. They do not believe 
him. What they do believe is that commu- 
nism is a tireless machine, without human 
motives, needs or connections. Due says the 
people are tired of war and that the PRG has 
gained the support of the people. This does 
not impress the students: It sounds too naive, 
too simple. 

The professor bids the students to consider 
an "alternative scenario," and they relax; com- 
forted by his familiar rhetoric. He must know 
what he is talking about 

Due subtly contests the idea that the large 
Americans in the room are wiser than .he, 
that they know better. He is too civil to put 
it bluntly, but his repeated "we are not 
afraid" is a kind of reproach. He believes-in 
democracy — even for the frail little people of 
South Vietnam. We are there, he says with 
soft authority. If we, who must live in- and 
rebuild Vietnam, are not afraid, why do you 
big people worry so much? 
• Now it is he who is Gulliver, loose among, 
the Brobdmgnagians. 
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Thieu foe urges abrupt U. S. cutoff 



By Stephen H. Dunphy 

A leader in one of South 
Vietnam's major opposition 
parties predicted yesterday 
that the government of 
President Thieu would fall 
if the United States refused 
to give South Vietnam $300 
million in supplemental ap- 
propriations. 

And that is what Ngo 
Cong Due wants because, he 
told the Downtown Rotary 
Club, democracy can never 
return to his country as 
long as President Thieu is 
in power. 

Due is a former member 
of the South Vietnamese Na- 
tional Assembly. He also 
was editor-publisher of a 
widely read Saigon newspa- 
per which had a circulation 
of 100,000 before it was shut 




Ngo Cong Due 

down by the government. 
He is an exile leader of the 
political "Third Force," 
which supports neither 
President Thieu nor the 
Communists. 

"As long as Thieu is in 
power," Due said, "South 
Vietnam will lose more and 
more and eventually be- 



come another Cambodia." 

DUC SAID people in the 
countryside do not support 
President Thieu, and that 
morale in the armed forces 
is low. Only continued Unit- 
ed States support and finan- 
cial aid is keeping Thieu in 
power, he said. 

•if you give more aid 
what will be the .situation?" 
Due asked. "You cannot 
save Thieu or his regime 
but you can cause more war 
and more suffering and 
cause the war to be Intensi- 
fied" 
Due said President Thieu 

does not want to return to 
true democratic principles 
because "he knows he can- 
not survive them." He ac- 
cused Thieu of blocking full 



implementation of the 197V 
Paris Peace Accord be-' 
cause it would mean the end 
of his regime. 

Due said that the future of 
South Vietnam will not be 
communist if President 
Thieu left the country. He 
said that a majority of the 
National Liberation Front 
(the Viet-Cong) came from 
middle and upper-class pro- 
fessionals, intellectuals and 
land owners. 

"If there were no more 
United States interference. 
no more Saigon regime, 
then there would be no 
more reason to fight," Due 
said. "If they (the commu- 
nists and their supporters) 
continued to fight they 
would be condemned by the 
world." 

He said the North Viet- 



namese cannot take Si 
Vietnam by force bee* 
they do not have the i 
tary strength to take \ 
hold the country. 

DUC'S NEWSPAI 

criticized the Saigon 
ernment and American 
eies and called for the I 
drawal of United St 
forces. 

The paper was tempo 
ly suspended eight tima 
1968 and 1969. Issues of 
paper were confiscated 
times in 1970 and 1972. 

It was closed in Febri 
1972, by the government 
Due was sentenced to J 
years in prison for his 
position to the governn 
He fled the country am 
ceived asylum in Sw^ 
where he now lives. 
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By FRED BROWN 
Denver Post Staff Writer 

A former leading opposition figure in 
the South Vietnamese government was de- 
fied permission Thursday to make a 
"partisan" statement in the chambers of 
4he Colorado House of Representatives. 
"* Instead, Ngo Cong Due was asked to con- 
fine his remarks to general greetings and 
an invitation to legislators to join him for 
an informal noon meeting in the State 
■Capitol basement. 
:* Due had prepared a statement urging 
the end of all U.S. aid to the Thieu gov- 
ernment in South Vietnam. "It helps 
>Thieu to prolong and intensify the war, to 
maintain a corrupt dictatorial regime and 
to make it more difficult for the South 
Vietnamese people to restore peace," the 
statement said. 

'3rd Force Greetings' 

But what he did instead was to "bring 
you greetings" from the "majority" of the 
people in South Vietnam — "the third 
force," he said, who support neither the 
existing government nor a Communist 
takeover. 

"I am sorry that I am not allowed to 
make my whole . . . statement," Due 
said. He asid he was sure that "the ma- 
jority of you want to listen to the aspira- 
tions of the South Vietnamese people." 
, Due, who has been touring the United 
States for two months, sponsored by the 
American Friends Service Committee, 
.was invited into the House chamber as 
the guest of Rep. Wayne Knox, D-Denver. 
He came with enough copies of his state- 
ment to distribute to all 65 desks. 

-Not 'Proper Forum' 

' Rep. Ronald Strahle, R-Fort Collins, 
asked for a recess in the normal day's 
proceedings after he read the statement. 
He huddled with the House leadership and 
with Knox. "I don't think this is the 
proper forum to discuss the internal af- 
fairs of another nation on a partisan 
basis," Strahle was overheard to say. 

House Speaker Ruben Valdez, D- 
Denvpr, told Due after the meeting with 
Strahle to confine his remarks to general 
greetings and an invitation to the noon 
meeting. Then he explained to the full 
House what had happened. 

"I as speaker had to make what I con- 
sider a personally disturbing decision," 
Valdez said. 

Auto Firms Urge Congress 
To Avoid Fuel Measures 

WASHINGTON - (AP) — The nation's 
big three automakers are urging Congress 
not to impose mandatory fuel economy 
standards or to penalize buyers of large, 
gas-thirsty cars. 

Spokesmen for the manufacturers testi- 
fied before the Senate Commerce Com- 
mittee Wednesday after Ralph Nader told 
the panel the automakers cannot be trust- 
ed to meet President Ford's goal of a 40 
per cent increase in fuel efficiency by 
1980 without mandatory standards and 
penalties for noncompliance. 



But Valdez said he didn't want to "open 
the doors," to allow "any member to 
bring anybody in" to express partisan 
views. It could end, for instance, with a 
speaker from the Ku Klux Klan being 
invited to speak from the floor, Knox 
said. 

'Surprised' at Denial 

Due, at a press conference after the 
episode in the House, told reporters he 
hasn't attempted to speak to legislative 
sessions elsewhere in the United States, 



although he has met with individual state .c 
legislators and with members of Congress. 

He said he was "surprised" that he 
had been denied permission to give his/] 
statement. "I didn't understand the reason 
some legislators in Colorado do not want 
to listen," he said. a 

Due was a deputy in the South Vietnam 
National Assembly, general secretary of 
the socialist bloc and editor-in-chief of 
Tin Sang, the country's largest opposition 
newspaper. He is now living in Europe. 




NOO CONG DUC, ACCOMPANIED BY AIDE, ARRIVES AT HOUSE 

He voiced greetings from South Vietnam's "third force." 



Vietnamese denied right 
to speak in Colo, house 



DENVER — Ngo Cong Due, a former Vietnamese 
newspaper editor who will speak today on campus 
as part of WAC, was denied the opportunity to ad- 
dress the Colorado House of Representatives Thurs- 
day. Due will speak at 4 p.m. in Guggenheim 201. 
Legislative leaders decided his partisan remarks 
might open the way for others to demand time to 
voice political opinions. 

Due's prepared remarks urged lawmakers to 
withdrawn all U.S. support to President Nguyen Van 
Thieu, whom Due termed a "corrupt dictator and 
the obstacle to peace." 

Rep. Ron Strahle (R-Fort Collins) huddled with 
House Speaker Ruben Valdez and Rep. Wayne Knox 
(D-Denver) before Due was to make his remarks. Due 
was Knox's guest on the House floor 

Strahle told the two, "I don't think this is the 
proper forum to discuss internal affairs of another 
nation on a partisan basis." 

Valdez reluctantly agreed, and told the lawmak- 
ers that he was forced to make a "personally disturb- 



ing ruling" in not allowing the former editor to 

SDP3K 

Allowing him to express political opinions would 
open the floor to anyone, Valdez said, "and I just 
don't think that we're going to get into that kind oi 

thing." , , 

Due told the lawmakers that he was soray he was 
not to be allowed to deliver his prepared speech 
about the position of the majority of the South Viet- 
namese people. 

Later, Due told reporters it was his first attempt to 
speak at a legislature, and he doubts he'll try again 
because he doesn't want to be refused his request to 
give his speech. 

He said he wished the legislature would " listen to 
the reasons we refuse aid," so that the country could 
"stop the suffering and the killing, and we can solve 
our problems." ; 

He said American aid is prolonging the fighting 

and is propping up Thieu. 

continued on page 5 
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Former Vief editor is denied 
chance fo address legislators 



Associated Press 

A former editor of a leading Vietnamese 
daily newspaper, Ngo Cong Due, was denied an 
opportunity Thursday to address the Colorado; 
House of Representatives. 

Legislative leaders decided his partisan re- 
marks might open the way for others to de- 
mand time to voice political opinions. 

Due's prepared remarks urged lawmakers to 
withdraw all U.S. support to President Nguyen 
Van Thieu, whom Due termed a "corrupt dicta- 
tor, and the obstacle to peace." 

Republican Rep. Ron Strahle huddled with 
House Speaker Ruben Valdez and Democrat 
Rep. Wavne Knox before-'Duc was to make his 
remarks. Due was Knox's guest on the House 
floor. 



Strahle told the two, "T don't think this is«the 
proper forum to discuss the internal affairs of 
another nation on a partisan basis." 

Valdez reluctantly agreed, and told the law- 
makers that he was forced to make a "person- 
ally disturbing ruling'' in not allowing the for- 
mer editor to speak. 

Valdez ruled that Due could limit his 
remarks to a greeting. 

Allowing him to express political opinions 
would open the floor to anyone, Valdez said, 
"and I just don't think that we're going to get 
into that kind of thing." 

Due told the lawmakers that he was sorry he 
was not to be allowed to deliver his prepared 
speech about the position of the majority of the 
South Vietnamese people. 

Later, Due told reporters it was his first at- 
tempt to speak at a legislature, and he doubts 
hell try again because he doesn't want to be 
refused a request to give his speech. 

•i don't understand the reason some legisla- 
tors in Colorado do not want to hear the voice of 
the Vietnamese," he said. 



He said he wished the Legislature woutt « , 
ten to the reasons we refuse aid so that TO 
country could "stop the suffering and the kill 
ing and we can solve our problems. 

He said American aid is prolonging the 
fighting and is propping up Thieu. 

n..r was a congressman in the Saigon Natiort- 
al Assembly from 1967 to 1971, and publisher- 
ediVof oTthe largest daily paper >n South Viet- 
nam, Tin Sang (Morning News). 

He was chairman of the Vietnamese Associa- 
tion^Newspaper Editors. When he prmted ac- 
cou^s of Torture in his country's prisons and 
cXd for U.S. withdrawal in editorials, he said 
his newspaper's publication was suspended 
eight ^confiscated 285 times, and his of- 
fice and home bombed. 

He said he was jailed and sentenced to 
prison Ten fled the country. Thieu ordered his 
property confiscated. 

The 39-vear-old Due now lives in Europe, al- 
though his wife and son are forced to remain in 
Vietnam, he said. His Colorado tour is being 
sponsored by the Denver office of the , Amencan 
Friends Service Committee, a Quaker 
organization. 
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'MEMORANDUM AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE, Incorporated, 160 North 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19102 



To: 
From: 

Subject: 



AFSC Peace Ed Secretaries - Regional and Area 

Louise A. Sims AQJJLJ$i- 
N G C ,0/fl G D U U 



Date: 
April 3, 1975 

Return Visit to U.S. 



Ngo Cong Due will be returning to the U.S. the end of April and 

is willing to do some speaking from April 28 through the month - 

of- May . He wishes to spend the month of June in Washington, D.C. 

Due will be coming to the U.S. at his own expense and is hoping 
that sufficient speaking with honoraria might be arranged so that 
he can recover the money' he spent on getting to and from the U.S . 
It is not his intention (nor is it in the terms of his visa) to 
earn money - he merely wishes to recoup what he spent . 

Due is hoping that many of you will be able to find paving op- 
portunities for him - in the form of college commencement addresses, 
Distinguished Visitor, etc. which would pay a substantial sum . If 
we work closely on this we might find several in one geographical 
area and the travel costs could be combined. A case in point: I 
had a call fnm someone at Kent State who wants him to be the chief 
speaker at their May 4th commemmoration of the Kent State shootings. 
This would be an ideal platform for Due. However, though they can 
pay for his round trip travel (as from Phila.), they cannot pay an 
honorarium. John Looney, in the meantime, is lookirg around to see 
what other possibilities there might be to make it financially worth- 
while for Due. If the Dayton regional and area folks could scurry 
about a bit and find something that might pay a nice honorarium, it 
would help. Or maybe another region (S.E.. Midwest, North Central ) 
could find a paving engagement close to that date and take advantage 
of the saving in travel expenses . I am hoping that I might accept 
the Kent State invitation because of its tragic symbolism and inter- 
national significance, but this would be the only one on which I would 
make an exception (if Indeed I can make this one exception). 

Due made a tremendous impact all around the country, as those of you 
who scheduled him can testify. Many of you (those who have not met 
Due and have not yet scheduled him) will find attached a sheet con- 
taining evaluations from the AFSC offices which recently scheduled 
him. Later, I will try to send packets out with background material 
and news clippings from his tour. I am pushed to the walls with other 
pressures and getting these things copied and separated and mailed will 
take some time. 

I hope many of you will respond by telephone if at all possible. Though 
no specific honorarium is requested, it is hoped that you will try to 
secure a significant amount in addition, of course, to his expanses. If 
I start to hear from some of you I can then telephone others to try to 
tie things together. 



MEMORANDUM AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE, Incorporated, 160North 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19102 



TO: 



Regional and Area Office Peace Ed SecretarJ.es 
Nationwide PED Committee 



From: Louise A. Sims - Speakers Service PED 




QM-liL, 



Date: 
April 9, 1975 



Subject: NGO CONG DUC - Report on his Nationwide Tour 



Attached is a report in the form chiefly of news clippings which 
Ngo Cong Due put together himself just before he left the U.S. 
Unfortunately, as you can see, many of the pieces were not of a 
fit quality for satisfactory reproduction. But, however poor 
the reproduction, these news clippings do reflect a useful and 
successful nationwide tour. 

As Due mentions in the foreward, he met many Senators and Congress- 
people, addressed a number of seminars, testified before the House 
Subcommittee on Human Rights, met with many religious leaders, 
spoke across the length and breadth of the U.S. at numerous uni- 
versities and schools and on 80 TV and radio stations. More 
than 100 newspapers covered his talks. 

We are grateful for having had the pleasure and opportunity of 
• meeting and working with him. 
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